One
Family’s

Northwest
Adventure

A four-day UR FAMILY HAD VISITED SEATTLE MANY TIMES,

: - usually to see friends rathar than play towurist, &nd
road trip I'DLDDE evary time we went, the kids would bring up the
fI"mTl bu -‘51'-1”12: Space Meadle, In short, thay begged to go, and we
=oatitle wiould say, “some other time.” After all, we live anly an howr and

a half north of the city, We could go anytime. But after realizing

through western
B te all the places Leah, age 10, and Ty, 7, had never seen in our home

Waghmgt&n = stabe, my husband, Curt, and | dacided that a four-day trip

BOETILC C:].H::ur]{-} around westemn Washington, including a day and a half in
RE.H;'.‘:E Seattle, was in ordaer,

- ‘We planned all the guintessantial Seattle excursions: going to

By Joanns Neshir the top of the city's famous spira in Seattles Center's Warld's Fair

Photographs by Rob Casey site, taking & Duck tour, riding the monorail, touring Fike Place,

and walking tha waterfront. For the remainder of our adventure,
wa opted for the Washington lass traveled: a mountain route aast
aver the ugged North Cascades. Besides providing a wildermness
ascaps aftar owr city stay, this route would capiure Washington's
diverse landscape, From the bucelic evergreen valleys on the wast
siga of the mountains to the dry anch country on the aast, and
through all the little towns in between, it would give cur kids a
taste of what Washington has to offer and remind us of why we
lowwa it, Dwring bwio and a half days, we'd pack in waterfall sight-
ings, train-history lessons, fum hikes, and a stay in a Bavarian
mountain town Hera's how our adventura undolded
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Seattle's Space Meadle Pike Place Market in Seatthe Devamborwn Cle Elum
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Gzoing up

You can't go to Seattle

and skip the Space Neadle
{spaceneadle.com], We
coaldn't, anyway. In 41 saconds
wa ware [aunched 520 faet
abowe the suddenly small city
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Sesing a bird's-aye view of Seattls
The Space Meedls’s observation deck has a 360-degres view
af the Clymipic Mountains and Bainbridge Island to the
west, the Cascade Range to the east, and on a sunny day,
snowy Maount Rainier to the sauth. The kids loved using a
telescope to spot people on the streets below

Shopping for soovenirs

After descending the Space Meedls
{“Baom, my stomach fesls buttertlies,”
said Leah), the elevator deposited us
at the entrance to the gift shop, where
the kids just had to check out the

snow globes,
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Riding a duck
W thought the Space Nead|e
wooalld be our Seattle highlight,
but it turned out to be the
hilarious Ride the Ducks of
Seattle tour (ridethedwcksal
seattlecom) & Coast Guard-
certilied captain took us on an
haur-and-a-half ride through
the city — and right into Lake
Union — aboard an armphibious
World War [l vehicle. Along the
winy, the captain regaled us with

Touring Pike Place Marked

We couldnt miss this famous multistory mar-
ketplace ipik:pl.ﬂl:emikel.nr,g_], hame bo one of
the nation's oldest-running farmers markets, in
operation since 1907, While we adults enjoyed
eyeing and sampling the tresh produce, the kids

loved the nowelty hops on the lower levels.
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Seattle trivia, and we playsd
Spot the Starbucks (they're
averywhere! )

Taking a break
Froem Pike Flace bar ket, we strolled to the Olympic
Seulpbure Park {Seat tearbmusewmoong ), which just
opened in 2007, Ty decided that this Eve Bench
(eye soulpture an one side, bench on the other)

wias the perfect place o lounge with an apple.

DAY 1
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Flenieking al Small Fryes

Wy left Seattle right around lunchiime and
hckily stumbled on Small Fryes in Falls City

= % Bplashing around the falls
] VAt Spoqualmie Falls, we skipped
the visitors” center and hiked from
thie lower parking lot ko the poal
at the baze of the falls. Leah and
Ty rolled up their jeans for a coo
splash, while the wind from the
powerful 270-foot waterfall
Creearhy 100 feet higher than
Miagaral} enveloped us in spray
Csmaqualmisfalls.com).

Strolling through town
Snogualmie, a picturesgue town of

miss the ald trains and the restored fwrn-of- 9,000 tucked among the jutting

the-century Snogualmie Depot at the peaks of the Cascade Range, is also

Morthwest Railway Museum { trainmusesmoorg ) kmown for being the location of the

Admission is fres, and even Leah, wha's not a television series Twin Peaks e rI_I-- "'"‘!l'-_L_'--.-'
train buff, enjoyed the stop. e T
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Molding monuments of mud

When we needed a break from Leavenwarth's touristy streets, we toak
a pacnic ko the hid-friendl';.' Blackbird lsland Waterfront Park, which
barders a calm stretch of the Wenatches River just a few minutes

Curling up in a eaboose

walk fram davwntown. Ty decided ta ferga his lunch for the mud, while
Leah opted for lunch and wading the river’s edge

Farmerly & bunkhouss far railroad

workers, the lron Harde lnn B&E in
South Cla Elurm (insharseinnbb.com)
had. bean turned inba & railroad-thamed
inn. We spent night two in one of the

four carverted cabaose cars — does it
et any roare fun for kids? — and
wike bo & fabulous breakiast

Foing German
Legvenwarth, inthe hesrt of the
Cascadas, is a quaint Bavarian-thermed

tonwn that doubles as & bass bar many Getting goofy with hats

aubdaor adventurers, such as rack
climbers and river rafbars. We stayed
righit in town, whers all the shopping
amenities {and there ars man:.l} are
within a tew blocks. Parking is dawn-
righit difficult, Lo walking is recorm-
mended, as is baoking acoormmoda-

Hands down, we all lowed the Hat
Shop and its adjacent toy-store part-
ner, the Wood Shop, in Leavenwarth

(5059-EdE-4442). In fact, we went
back three times.

tians 2arly (leaverworthoong).
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Ei:lu]d-nring, in bara feet

What kid can resist a scramble? Neither one of ours,

Meandering a forest
"4 Deception Falls Mature Trail turned aut to
After departing Leavenwarth, we stopped at the . beagem of a forest walk, with massive
Swift Water Picnic Area, just cutside town, to let the
kids climb on the huge boulders next to the beauti-

ful Wenatches River. Rock climbing is popular in the

ald-growth cedar, kemlock, and fir trees

Perlect far kids, the half-mils laop trail
- features a wonden bridge, interpretive
Leavermworth area, and chalk marks on the boulders ==% signs describing bygone lbgging practices,
tald us climbers like the picnic area too. Caution: this the roaring Tye Rrver, and Decepticn Falls.

Call 360-677-2414 for park hours

is not a formal climbing area, so scale at your own risk.
.

Encountering wildlife
Spotting am anirmal would have been
coal, but Ty was just as happy ta find a
tuzzy caterpillar along the Deception
Falls trail. "Her name is Pumpkin,” he told
us. He returmed her bo ber habitat befare
we packed up to head for home.

Joanra MNeshil and her family of explorers
Nwa in Beliingham, Washingbon
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